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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6183

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Senate Conmttee on Health & Long-Term Care (originally sponsored
by Senator Kastanm)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 23/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to hepatitis C, adding new sections to chapter
70.54 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Hepatitis C is the nost common bl ood-borne infection in the
United States, infecting an estimated 3.9 mllion people. It is the
| eadi ng cause for liver transplantation, and accounts for ten to twelve
t housand deat hs per year.

(2) National data suggests that as many as one hundred thousand
peopl e in Washington may be infected wth hepatitis C

(3) There is no vaccine for hepatitis C, and no known cure.
However, its transm ssion may be |essened, and those who carry the
virus can take steps to inprove their well-being and reduce their risk
of liver and other associ ated chronic diseases. Education and outreach
are key to these prevention efforts.

Therefore, it is the intent of the legislature to establish a
systemto accurately nonitor the incidence of hepatitis Cin the state
of Washington for the purposes of understanding, controlling, and
reducing its occurrence, and directing appropriate resources to its

p. 1 SSB 6183



a b~ W N

©O© 00 N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

managenent . To acconplish this, the legislature has determ ned that
hepatitis C cases shall be reported to the departnment of health, and
that a statewi de popul ation-based hepatitis C data base shall be
est abl i shed. In addition, it is the intent of the legislature to
establish a conprehensive hepatitis C awareness and educati on canpai gn.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 70.54 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment of health shall establish and maintain an up-to-
date data base which shall include a record of all reported cases of
hepatitis Cin Washington state, and deaths attributed to hepatitis C
as a primary or secondary cause.

(2) Every health care facility and independent clinical |aboratory,
and those physicians or others providing health care who di agnose or
treat any patient with the hepatitis C virus shall provide the
departnment of health with the information required under subsection (1)
of this section.

(3) Data obtained under this section shall be used for statistical,
scientific, nmedical research, and public health purposes only. The
departnent of health shall ensure that access to data contained in the
registry is consistent with federal law for the protection of human
subj ects and consistent wth chapter 42.48 RCW

(4) Providing information under this section shall not create any
l[iability on the part of the provider, nor shall it constitute a breach
of confidentiality.

(5) The board of health shall adopt rules to inplenent this
section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 70.54 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A conprehensive hepatitis C public awareness and educati on canpai gn
shall be inplenented by the departnent of health. The canpai gn shall
i nclude at a m ni num

(1) Information on risk factors;

(2) Primary prevention activities;

(3) The value of early detection;

(4) Methods to prevent chronic |liver disease;

(5) The avoidance of further transm ssion; and
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(6) Available treatnent options.

The canpaign shall not place special enphasis on educating those
groups at greatest risk for hepatitis C, such as |owincone groups
veterans, injection drug users, prisoners, and racial and ethnic groups
known to have higher rates of infection, rather, enphasis shall be
pl aced upon educating health care providers and the general public.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2006, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

~-- END ---
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